
Academic writing
Lesson 6 Finding suitable sources. Combining sources. 



Scopus (Elsevier) Coverage

• Scopus is a large abstract and citation database of 
peer-reviewed literature with smart tools that track, 
analyze and visualize research

• Contains 21,500 journals (4,200 full open access) & 
113,000 books from 500 publishers plus more than 49 
million records – 78% with abstracts; over 5.3 million 
conference papers; coverage back to 2003

• Some of the journal titles and full-text articles are 
available from Hinari; return to the Journal collections A-
Z list.

• Most of the conference papers will be available directly 
from Scopus.
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From the top navigational bar on the Search page, 

there is access to various SCOPUS options. These 

are available at the top of the SCOPUS website, 

regardless of the page that is open.

This is the default Scopus 

(Document search) page. 
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On the Advanced search page, 

you can conduct an advanced 

search using a large number of 

field names and other advanced 

search parameters. 

On the Document search page, 

you can conduct both simple and 

more advanced searches using 

common search parameters.
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In the Search for box, enter a search for prenatal 

care AND developing countries and keep the 

Article Title, Abstract Keywords option. In the 

Limit to option, keep the default Date, Range, 

Document Type and Subject Areas options.  Click 

on Search (the magnifying glass).
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The Scopus search resulted in 2682 

document results. For these results,  

note the following options:  Export, 

Download and View Citation Overview 

plus the View Secondary Documents 

and Analyze Search Results options.



04 July 2017

To return to the 

original search, click 

on Search or edit.
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In the displayed Advanced search page, 

highlight and delete the PUBYEAR LIMIT 

and click on magnifying glass.  The 

original search will be displayed. 
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Scopus has the options to refine the 

search by Year, Author Name, Subject 

Area, Document Type and other choices. 
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The Show abstract icon will be activated for 

one of the citations.  There also is a View at 

Publisher option.  Note also the Edit, Save

the search record and Set (an) Alert options.
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Now displayed is the  Show abstract option.  

If the abstract is of interest, click on View at 

Publisher.  A new window will open.
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Now displayed is the Text export option. Check 

the boxes of the citations to export or download.  

Note there is an option to select ALL results and 

also deselect the checked boxes.  Check the Text 

box so that this will be Exported as an HTML file.

These results can be 

saved to various 

reference management 

software programs and 

as an Excel file.
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This slide is the Export results that 

have been Exported as a html file.

The citations can be saved as a html 

file or copy/pasted into a Word 

document or Notepad.
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Displayed is the Document Download Manager 

(a feature located next to the Export option) –

for saving PDF files that have been accessed. 

Note the Download Abstract if full text is not 

available check box.   
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In the Refine (Limits) option, check

the 2016, 2015 and 2014 Year boxes.  
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The results for the 2016, 

2015 and 2014 search is 

255 documents. 
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By clicking on the Search link, the 

Search history is displayed below the 

search box options.  By clicking on the 

specific documents search number, you 

can open the results from the current or 

previous searches. 
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Note the other Refine 

options that can be applied.  



Using the Scopus list of 

citations,  access the full-

text articles from the 

‘Journals collections’ list 

or Publishers’ list
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In the top horizontal bar, click on 

Edit to open the Advanced 

Search box that allows searches 

with combine terms and concepts.
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On the basic Document 

search page,  note the 

Author search and

Affiliation search options.
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Completing the Affiliation Search 

for Makerere University, there 

are 3 results. Check the box for 

the 1st option listed.   



Displayed on the Makerere University 

affiliation search: documents & authors, 

collaborating institutions, Documents by 

source and chart/table of top subject areas.
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Displayed for the Kamya, Moses 

Robert K author affiliation search: 

246 documents with 150  co-

authors. Note the Years graph 

and the Author History chart.


